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German Pastor’s
Faithful Stand

Dale Hurd
CBN News Senior Reporter

BREMEN, Germany

Germany was the birthplace of the Reformation
and was once a base for world missions. But
much of Germany today is covered by a profound
spiritual darkness, as are most Western nations.

Those who refuse to compromise on the teaching
of scripture pay a price.

His crime? Refusing to bend a knee to political
correctness.

No Compromise

“I’m only preaching the Gospel in a clear way,”
Latzel said. “I think it is my duty to do this
preaching in this way for our Lord.”

In his sermons, Latzel cuts no corners. He soft-
pedals nothing. To some, he might sound mean
when he attacks other religions.

But Latzel is standing against what he sees as a
spirit of compromise that seems to have
swallowed Germany and the German state
church.

In the process, he has angered
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“Qur (Christian) God has a son; his name is Jesus
Christ. So, they are not the same.”

“If you speak out loud and clearly about the truth
of the Bible, that there's only one way to heaven
and this way is Jesus Christ, there is only one
God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and there is
no other god beside Him, then you have a
problem,” he said.

Unsaved Pastors?

Seventy German pastors gathered in Bremen this
year to denounce Latzel behind a banner
celebrating “diversity.”

The public prosecutor investigated him for hate
speech and then cleared him, and the Bremen
parliament passed a resolution against him.

It was reportedly the first time a German pastor
has been condemned by a German parliament
since World War 1.

But far from backing down, Latzel said the real
problem is that, in his estimation, most pastors in
Germany’s state church have not been born
again.

“I think over 80 percent of the pastors in the
national church in Germany are not reborn,” he
said. “And that's a great problem, and because of
this, they make their own doctrine. The Bible is
the Word of God; it’s our law, chapter by
chapter, book by book, sentence by sentence,
letter by letter.”

Latzel pastors at the historic St. Martini (St.
Martin’s) Church in Bremen, where around 1679
the church’s pastor, Joachim Neander, wrote the
great hymn, “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty.”

Latzel enjoys saying that Pastor Neander also got
in trouble for preaching the Gospel boldly.

Some pastors would have been rattled by so
many attacks against them. But Latzel, who
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comes from a family with a long military
tradition, said he is in a “war” between Christ and
the devil, and the attacks reassure him.

“This is one sign that you are on the right way in
your preaching, when you get problems,” Latzel
said. “If you preach the gospel of Jesus Christ
and everyone is clapping his hand, then you have
a problem.”

“Because, if you're telling the truth from the
Bible, then the devil will come and he will fight
against you in several ways; he will fight against
the Word of God,” he said.

A Tool in God's Hand

In fact, Latzel admits his concern is not becoming
discouraged but getting a big head.

“I (have received) more than 10,000 emails...so
many persons came to me and said, ‘You are a
great pastor,”” Latzel said. “And the more
persons came and told me this, something
happened inside me and, ‘Oh, I’m really this
great pastor.””

“And the devil comes here and says, ‘Yes, yes.
You are great, and that’s not good,” he
continued. “l am nothing. | am only a sinner. |
am only a tool for Jesus Christ. And when Jesus
can use this tool, give any honour to Jesus Christ.
I am nothing.”

The great hymn of St Martin’s Church says, “Let
the amen come from his people again.” Latzel
believes revival is coming to Germany and he
asks Christians to pray for his country.

“T ask you, brothers and sister...please pray for
Germany. Pray for awakening,” he pleaded.
“Pray that the Word of Jesus Christ will go out
and reach persons who are lost so that Jesus can
save them.”
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